IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

RUBENS'  "RAINBOW LANDSCAPE"                         ''ans'

Painted by the artist Paul Rubens, the original of this lovely picture forms part of the Wallace
Collection in London, Rubens was one of the world's greatest painters, and also one of the first
artists to produce landscapes, the above being an outstanding example. Rubens was born in
1577 and lived till 1640. He studied in many of the Italian cities, travelled widely, and was
knighted in London by King Charles I. Upwards of 1,200 pictures are believed to have been
painted by this giant of the brush.

ONE year after the death of Titian
there was born in Siegen, West-
phalia, a boy who was destined
to become one of the world's greatest
painters. His father, Dr. John Rubens,
was a native of Antwerp; but, being a
Protestant, had been driven out by the
Spaniards who then ruled the Nether-
lands. The boy was christened Peter
Paul. His father died while he was
very young, and his mother to.ok her
family back to Antwerp.

Page and Painter.

The next we hear of Paul Rubens is
as page of honour to Princess Margaret
de Ligne-Aremberg, but the boy was
mao! on painting, and at fourteen was
allowed to begin work as pupil to his
cousin, Tobias Verhaeght. In all,
young Rubens had three masters, the
best being Otto Vaenius, who filled him
with love for Italian art and presently
sent him to Venice.

Perfect copies made by Rubens of
pictures by Titian and Veronese caught
the eye of the Duke of Mantua, and
since the young artist was handsome
and well-mannered, "the Duke sent him
on a mission to Philip III. of Spain.
Few young men had seen more of the
world than Rubens when the death of
his mother recalled him from Spain to
Antwerp, where the rulers of Flanders
made him Court Painter.

He lived at Antwerp, and here, in
1609, married his first wife, the daughter
of John Brant. At Munich may still
be seen a charming picture painted by
himself of Rubens and his wife. Both
are richly dressed in the style of the
time.

For twelve years Rubens lived and
painted in Antwerp. He had many
collaborators and pupils, and the
amount of work he turned out was
immense. Rubens was one of the first
artists to paint landscapes. A famous
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